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Assessment Dates: _____________________________________ Theme:______________________
Building Bridges

Explain significant connection(s) across texts, using supporting evidence 	     
Credits: 4

During your English programme in class, your teacher will work with you on a variety of written, oral and visual texts. Learning to make connections across the texts that you read can help you to become a better reader and a deeper thinker.

In this assessment, you will connect FOUR texts to an idea or theme. In a written report you will present your ideas about the theme which links or connects all your texts.

You can use up to three texts studied in class, and must include at least one text that you have chosen independently. Your teacher will guide you in your choice of an independent text(s) to ensure that your text is at an appropriate level. 

For this assessment you will need to complete a template for each of the texts you have read/viewed. Your teacher will give you feedback on the first four templates you write. Before you write your final report your teacher will give you time to read through your templates and plan your theme connection report by looking at the similarities and differences between your texts and theme. 

In Term 3 you will have a THREE period assessment in which to write your theme connection report. This report must be at least 350 words in length and refer to at least four texts which are linked to the theme. At least one of these texts must be selected by you.

In order to gain an Excellence, you must perceptively explain significant connection(s) across texts, using supporting evidence between at least four texts.

Task one: Choosing texts: 
Your teacher will select a theme around which some or all of your class texts will be based. The text(s) you choose must also be related to this theme. 

Our theme is: ___________________________________________________________
Task two: Tracking your text study 
a) As you study texts in class and complete your independent reading, you will keep a record of the texts using the template your teacher gives you. This will allow you to record and observe, in an ongoing way over the course of the year, possible connections between your texts. 


The following exemplar shows four texts, but you could refer to more:

Theme Connections 1.8 Tracking Sheet
Theme: Peer Pressure
	Text Type
	Title of Text
	Author/Director/Singer etc
	Connections to theme

	Novel (class text)
	Looking For Alibrandi
	Melina Marchetta
	"Poison Ivy" was always competing with Josie as well as being racist because Josie came from an Italian background and because Josie’s acceptance to the private girls' school was through academic excellence and not through paying the full fee just like most of the other students.


	TV documentary clip (independent text)  
	Techniques Used To Stay Drug Free / Documentary Video http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KtoFnSjdWuQ
	Department of Education. Straight Talk. 1992
	Doco shows 3 teenagers who deal with peer pressure well to ensure they don’t take drugs e.g. Oscar who hangs out with his cousins who provide him with good role models. The doc also shows Tracey who did give in to peer pressure and took drugs but has now turned her life around. 


	Song (independent text)
	Beautiful
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R_mkyQbdFng
	Christina Aguilera
	The artist sings about how she ‘is beautiful no matter what they say’. That those who bully/pressure her try to do so with words ‘words can’t bring me down’ but she will remain strong.


	Film (class text)
	Mean Girls
	Mark Waters
	Cady Heron is moulded by Regina George and ‘The Plastics’ at her new high school. There is much pressure to belong to certain groups. Everyone knows who the popular girls (The Plastics) are and they have their own set of rules about what you can wear etc including that you can’t go out with another “Plastics’ ex-boyfriend. Cady gets herself into trouble when she fancies Aaron.




b) After you have read a text in class or independently, you will need to complete a template to summarise your ideas. An example of a theme log template is on the next page.


The following exemplar shows how to complete the theme log template:
	Text type 
	Title of text 
	Author/ Director/ Singer etc 

	Film  
	Mean Girls
	Mark Waters

	How does this text connect to your theme?
One way this text connects to the theme is:
Cady Heron has never experienced peer pressure because she’s been home schooled in Africa before she comes to an Illinois public high school. She is warned by Janis and Damian (unpopular kids) to stay away from the A group (The Plastics) but because she wants to fit in she doesn’t listen to their advice. 
Evidence to support this connection: 
Regina and The Plastics pressure Cady to write mean things about other people in The Plastics ‘Burn Book’. Cady writes in it that Ms Norbury, a teacher was a drug dealer. 
Another way this text connects to the theme is:
Cady becomes a project of Regina’s (Queen Bee of the group). Regina believes she has ‘created’ Cady and that she should do whatever she wants.
Evidence to support this connection: 
Regina George: She thinks she's gonna have a party and not invite me? Who does she think she is? ...I like *invented* her, you know what I mean? 
Another way this text connects to the theme is:
‘The Plastics’ have very specific rules about how you have to behave to be in their group, they all ensure that they look beautiful all of the time with the clothes they wear, make-up they put on, and they decide whom you can talk to and whom you cannot talk to. The pressure to be like her friends means that Cady changes to the point that Janis and Damian don’t recognise her anymore.
Evidence to support this connection: 
Cady: You know I couldn't invite you. I had to pretend to be plastic. 
Janis: Hey, buddy, you're not pretending anymore. You're plastic. Cold, shiny, hard plastic	


	What did you learn about this theme or idea from reading the text? 
Your thoughts could link to what you learned about the way people behave or treat each other or how the text links to or is different from your own experiences or society in general.

I learned that people hurt each other when they write or say cruel things. No one likes to hear that others are saying horrible things about them. Ms Forbury helps the girls realise this in the film when she gets the girls to confess and apologise to the rest of the girls. Everyone has insecurities, such as the way we look, the things we are good/not so good at etc. It doesn’t help when we talk behind each others’ backs or by excluding us from their social groups.

I also learned that it is important to like yourself for who you are. There is no point in trying to be someone else, especially to please other people, as it does not make you happy in the long run. Cady gives a speech to her class when she is elected Spring Fling Queen about how her victory is meaningless as they are all wonderful in their own way. Cady is now able to be herself. She can be friends with Janis and Damian whom she actually likes rather than someone like Regina.




Task three: Presenting your explanation of significant theme connection(s)
Using the significant theme connection across texts, write a report (which is at least 350 words long) in which you: 

· Identify the theme connection(s) which is/are significant across your texts. These could be similarities or differences in the way the text(s) presents the theme or your reaction to the presentation of the theme.

· Explain how the theme connection is significant across your texts by expressing your ideas about the connection. 

· Give evidence from each text which illustrates the theme connection across your texts. 

Note: You may identify more than one connection across some of the texts. 

Your report should: 
· Have an introduction which identifies your texts and the theme connection(s) between your texts.

· Have THREE main body paragraphs 

· Explain how the texts are connected to the theme and how these texts convey your theme in similar and different ways from other texts. 

· As you draft your report you may wish to consider using paragraph starters such as the following: 
 (
A similar 
idea
 in…. 
Both of the 
character
s
…… 
In both
 text
s
 ……. 
There is a clear connection between
 …… 
)







Exemplar – Excellence
One idea that is displayed across several texts is the effect of death within a family. It is interesting to look at this idea because every individual deals with grief in different ways. The effects of grief can be seen in the novel The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd, the film The Lovely Bones directed by Peter Jackson, the plays Antigone written by Sophocles and Romeo and Juliet written by William Shakespeare.
Grief affects individuals in different ways, and can push drastic changes in the character of a person. Through the effects of grief some individuals run away from their problems and leave all of their responsibilities behind. In The Lovely Bones, Abigail, leaves her family after the death of Susie; her first born daughter.  Jack, the father that is left behind, has to learn to forgive her at the end of the film “for her brokenness and her fleeing.” This is similar to T-Ray in The Secret Life of Bees where, after the death of his wife Deborah, he “slumps into bitterness,” neglecting their daughter, Lily, and abandoning all of his responsibilities in looking after her. Lily states in the beginning of the novel when describing her father T-ray that “He did not care that I wore clothes I made for myself.” This shows T-Ray, in his grief, ignored all basic care for Lily just as Abigail did when she decided to leave her family. Although T-Ray and Abigail are similar in the fleeing of their responsibilities, they are different in the sense that Abigail ran away in a literal sense whereas T-ray’s abandonment was not. While physically present by not giving Lily the attention she deserved he emotionally abandoned his daughter. Through both of these texts the parental characters are so strongly affected by the grief of a loved one it pushes them to ignore their normal responsibilities of everyday life in looking after children. This is unexpected as in our society most people believe parenting is a natural, common instinct and that the loss of a loved one would heighten the parent’s desire to nurture. 

The grief from the death of a loved one can be overcome in a positive way where individuals become motivated to succeed in life instead of sinking into themselves and their own sorrows. The character of Antigone is someone who becomes increasingly motivated after the death of her two brothers, Polynices and Eteocles. When Polynices is refused burial by the emperor Creon, Antigone, instead of moaning about it, takes action. She sets about finding a plan to bury Polynices. Antigone says in defiance of Creon “I know my duty where there duty lies” This shows Antigone became increasingly motivated to respect the rights of her brother even if it does mean defying the emperor and his wishes. This is similar to Lily in The Secret Life of Bees where after her mother dies Lily has to live in a very cold, bitter environment with her father who could not express his love at all. “Thirty-two names for love was it unthinkable he could speak one of them to me.” Lily still wishes for her father to love her even when he’s treated her badly. Being unhappy with her life with her father, Lily, like Antigone decides to take action. Lily thinks when deciding to run away after a fight with T-Ray that “Lily Melissa Owens, your jar is open.” She leaves home, her only security, to embark on a mission to find a happier place to live. Both Antigone and Lily were unhappy with the way they and the ones they loved were treated, so both took a risk in an attempt at a better life. Both texts Antigone and The Secret Life of Bees have characters who respond positively to the grief they may have to deal with. Before looking into these texts I thought it unlikely that anything positive can be gained from death of a family member, but through Antigone and Lily it is clear that things can still work out if you have hope, because Lily’s and Antigone’s characters were both able to overcome their grief in positive ways. 

Grief affects different people in different ways, depending on a multitude of factors such as age, culture, personality and the relationship the person has with the deceased. The character of Juliet from the play Romeo and Juliet isn’t affected by the death of her dear cousin Tybalt as much as I would have thought. After hearing that Tybalt had died by the hand of Romeo (her husband) Juliet’s first thought was of Romeo “did Romeo’s hand shed Tybalt’s blood?” Romeo is central in Juliet’s thoughts where the ‘dead’ Tybalt is just a mere factor to Juliet, showing that Tybalt’s death did not affect Juliet as much as the fact that it was done by Romeo’s hand. Juliet again seems to be unaffected by Tybalt’s death when she says “wash thy his wounds with tears? Wine shall be spent when theirs are, dry for Romeo’s banishment” after the Nurse suggests that Juliet should go mourn for Tybalt with her parents. Juliet is rather rude about it implying that Romeo’s banishment is far more troubling to her than her dead cousin. Juliet is a lot like Ismene from the play Antigone who doesn’t seem to be overly effected by the death of her brothers, and the fact that one brother lies unburied. Ismene is more concerned with self-preservation saying, “Now we two left and what would be the end of us if we hungress the law and defy our king” when she tells Antigone when she was asked to disobey the King (Creon) in order to bury her brother. Ismene did not find her mother as important as Antigone did and that is shown in the effect the death of their brothers had on Ismene. Both characters Juliet and Ismene are similar because they both are unaffected by the death of their family members. Both girls are younger and so it is commonly thought upon that they would have been most affected by the death. In a sense that it would “scar them for life” but, as seen in Romeo and Juliet and Antigone, this is not the case. This may be because both texts were written in another time period in society unlike our own. This gives us a look into the way younger characters may react to death in this time period compared to our own where death is seen as a bigger thing for all ages, even though younger children tend not to understand as much.

Through the texts of Antigone, The Secret Life of Bees, The Lovely Bones and Romeo and Juliet, the effects of grief are seen in many different ways from the motivation that caused Antigone to bury Polynices and give Lily the strength to run away from home, to the fleeing of responsibility seen by Abigail when she abandons her family and T-Ray when he neglects his responsibilities of looking after Lily. These texts also show us that grief affects people in different ways and not always in the way we would expect. This shows the range of ways different individuals deal with the grief of a loved one and shows that there are different ways of dealing with it in both positive and negative ways.
Assessment schedule: English 90852 Building Bridges
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student’s work explains significant connection(s) across texts, using supporting evidence. The work is presented in appropriate oral, written, and/or visual form.
Explain significant connection(s) across texts, using supporting evidence means that the student:
identifies and expresses ideas about one or more significant connections across at least four texts
supports explanations with at least one specific and relevant detail from each text.
Connection(s) may include links, commonalities, and/or relationships between:
knowledge, experience, and ideas
purposes and audiences
language features
structures.

For example (extract only): the bolded passages are examples showing the explanation of significant connections.
The theme of love connection of a parent and a child is a very important part for any family.  I chose this theme as it portrays love in a different way.  The four texts I chose were the poem, “Mothers, love your sons” by Glen Colquhoun; the book “Night” by Elie Wisel; the song, “In the living years” by Mike and Mechanics; and the film, “My sisters keeper” based on the book by Jodi Picoult. There was a strong connection of the parent child love in these texts.

I came across a quote stating ‘I may not like what you do, but I’ll always love you’, that I think is shown in the text ‘Mothers, love your sons’ well.  Glen Colquhoun describes to us the undying love a mother has for her son, no matter what. Glenn states ‘love your big, dumb sons, your idiot sons, your swaggering sons…Because they die so fast,’ A mother’s love is very unique and stable.
 
Elie Wisel also describes love in ‘Night’, except this time in a father-son relationship.  At the beginning of the book, Elie describes his father to us, as the type to put more effort into his work than the well-being of his family.  Elie makes an important decision after arriving, when given the command ‘Women and children to the left.  Men to the right.’ Elie was at the age where he could have gone with his mother and the children, but instead he decides to stay with his father.

	The student’s work convincingly explains significant connection(s) across texts, using supporting evidence. The work is presented in appropriate oral, written, and/or visual form.
Convincingly explains significant connection(s) across texts, using supporting evidence means that the student:
identifies and expresses ideas about one or more significant connections across at least four texts
supports explanations with at least one specific and relevant detail from each text
makes clear points that develop understandings about the connections being addressed. Some unevenness in the response may be acceptable. 
This could mean that the student:
attempts some reasoned and relevant explanations of the effect of the connection
shows some understanding of relevant text features or aspects, which develop connections
attempts to draw findings together or make thoughtful comments.

For example (extract only): the bolded passages are examples showing the convincing explanation of significant connections.
…I came across a quote stating ‘I may not like what you do, but I’ll always love you’, that I think is shown in the text ‘Mothers, love your sons’ well.  Glen Colquhoun describes to us the undying love a mother has for her son, no matter what.  A mother’s love is very unique and stable. It is hard to break the love a mother has for her child.  Glenn states ‘love your big, dumb sons, your idiot sons, your swaggering sons…Because they die so fast,’ which tells us that mothers still love their sons no matter what the behaviour.

Elie Wisel also describes this undying love in ‘Night’, except this time in a father-son relationship.  At the beginning of the book, Elie describes his father to us, as the type to put more effort into his work than the well being of his family.  Then, as the Wisel family is taken off to the concentration camp, Elie realises that his father is someone important in his life that he does not want to lose.  Elie then makes an important decision after arriving, when given the command ‘Women and children to the left.  Men to the right.’ Elie was at the age where he could have gone with his mother and the children, but instead he decides to stay with his father, who otherwise would have been alone.  
	The student’s work perceptively explains significant connection(s) across texts, using supporting evidence. The work is presented in appropriate oral, written, and/or visual form.
Perceptively explains significant connection(s) across texts, using supporting evidence means that the student:
identifies and expresses ideas about one or more significant connections across at least four texts
supports explanations with at least one specific and relevant detail from each text
makes clear points that develop understandings that show some insight or originality in thought or interpretation. Some unevenness in the response may be acceptable.
This could mean that the student:
presents a relevant and insightful study of the effect of the connection
shows an insightful understanding of text features or aspects which develop a connection
effectively draws findings together to make new understandings.

For example (extract only): the bolded passages are examples showing the perceptive explanation of significant connections.

…I came across a quote stating ‘I may not like what you do, but I’ll always love you’, that I think is shown in the text ‘Mothers, love your sons’ well.  Glen Colquhoun describes to us the undying love a mother has for her son, no matter what.  A mother’s love is very unique and stable. It is hard to break the love a mother has for her child.  Glenn states ‘love your big, dumb sons, your idiot sons, your swaggering sons…Because they die so fast’ which sends a message through to the readers that no matter the stupidity sons behaviours may be, that the love a mother has for her son, will always stay strong - even murderers have mothers.
Elie Wisel also describes this undying love in ‘Night’, except this time in a father-son relationship.  At the beginning of the book, Elie describes his father to us, as the type to put more effort into his work than the well being of his family.  Then, as the Wisel family is taken off to the concentration camp, Elie realises that his father is someone important in his life that he does not want to lose.  Elie then makes an important decision after arriving, when given the command ‘Women and children to the left.  Men to the right.’ Elie was at the age where he could have gone with his mother and the children, but instead he decides to stay with his father, who otherwise would have been alone.  This decision plays a big part in bonding Elie and his father throughout the text.  As their distant father-son bond grew stronger they realised how important they really were to each other.  They gave each other support and comfort needed, and protected each other in every possible way. “The weak to the left.  Those who walked well to the right.  My father was sent to the left.  I ran after him.  An SS Officer shouted at my back…” Elie was determined not to be separated from his father.  I could see that the situation of not knowing when death would arrive but aware that it was close, changed the relationship between Elie and his father.  They came to regret their past years of miscommunication in their relationship.
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