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Student Instructions: Achievement Standard 3.6 (91477) V1

 
 ‘Visual Essay’
Create a fluent and coherent visual text which develops, sustains ideas using verbal and visual language
Credits: 3


NAME: ______________________________________________ CLASS: ___________________ 
ENGLISH TEACHER’S CODE: _____    DUE: _________________________________________
ENTRY DECISION DATE:  END OF TERM 3   DUE DATE: _______________________________
In this activity you will:


Create a visual essay based on a text related to your Year 13 English programme.

This assessment activity requires you to develop and craft a visual essay that develops, sustains, and structures key ideas from a text you have studied. 
You will be assessed on how effectively your visual essay communicates your ideas. This visual essay may be used to support your seminar for 3.5 ‘Teaching Time’ in its original or an altered form.

Your visual text should:
· be at least two minutes long.
· structure, develop, and sustain ideas from a class text studied this year using visual and verbal language techniques.
· use either Powerpoint, Prezi, Moviemaker or any other approved software to present your final product.  You may use a range of other technology, such as Photoshop, to help create your final product if you wish.

Leading up to this assessment, as part of your English programme, you will be offered tasks which will prepare you to complete this assessment.  Your classroom teacher will lead you through these activities before completing this assessment, and offer specific feedback.

Your final product should be shared, emailed or handed to your teacher on a pen drive by the due date.  You can choose to hand this in any time after the start of Week 6 of Term 3 up until the scheduled due date.  If you are intending to use your visual text to support your oral text, you will need to ensure that a second copy is received by the HOLA by 8:40 on the first day of the scheduled oral language presentations, or before your speech if you have organised to for this before the due date. This may be in its original, reduced or varied form as this will not be graded according to the 3.6 assessment schedule.

You will use homework and class time to prepare your visual text.
Task 1: Develop a focus
Select a class text from your Year 13 programme that could be used as the basis for developing a visual essay. 
Brainstorm everything you know about the text and then create categories for the different items from your brainstorm. 
Use this material to develop a focus for your visual essay. You could focus on a theme, a character, a lesson learned from the text, or something else of your own choosing. Summarise your intentions on the planning template.  Your teacher will give you feedback on the suitability of the focus for your visual essay.
Task 2: Create a storyboard of your ideas.
Using the storyboard planning sheet, create a storyboard of your ideas and summarise which visual and verbal techniques you will use to do this.  These ideas could be linked to theme, character, setting, language, and/or events, 
In your storyboard, you are not retelling the story but communicating an idea or concept from your text.  
This should
· outline the order of the visual elements (images and text). 
· summarise the idea that you will be communicating in each slide.
· detail the visual  and verbal language techniques that you will use with the images you have chosen.
· outline the important ideas to include in the voice-overs or narrative (if you choose to use these) and how they link to the visual elements.
As you draw up your storyboard, ensure you label each element that you will use. Ideas for images include:
· advertisements from the world/setting of your source text.
· propaganda and other forms of poster/visual text from the world/setting of your source text.
· photographs and images from the source text or those that are clearly related to it.
· text and font linking with ideas – these could support or contrast deliberately with what is being said in the voice-over.
· scene re-enactments (videos) from before or after the events in the source text.
· drawings and/or diagrams to illustrate specific ideas and/or add detail to previous ideas.
Consider the mood or tone that you are trying to create.
Decide how you could utilise colour (colour filters as well as colour in images), music, sound effects, font and text, and images to recreate your interpretation of the mood for your slides
Questions to consider when creating your storyboard.
· Does my text progressively add detail to the ideas I am trying to communicate? How can I ensure that it does this?
· Am I structuring (ordering and grouping) my ideas in a way that communicates them effectively?
· Have I chosen language techniques to create specific effects, and do these support the core ideas from the source text that I am focusing on?
· Am I revisiting and critiquing my use of language features to command the attention of my audience? 
· Do the ideas I am communicating link clearly and closely with the source text?

Task 3: Decide on tools and create 
Review your storyboard and the visual and verbal elements you plan to include in the visual essay. Aim to communicate all the important ideas that make up your focus as effectively as possible.

[bookmark: _GoBack]You should use either Prezi, Powerpoint, Moviemaker or any other approved software, to create your final product but you may use other technology to help create these. Ensure you keep a record of the places you sourced your material.

Task 4: Final Overview
Complete all parts of the ‘Planning and Storyboard Template’.  Ensure you have completed the sources table to indicate where you sourced material used in your presentation. Your teacher will offer you general feedback and date and initial the process. 

You may choose to complete the final statement of intention to give your teacher an overview of the ideas and concepts you are intending to communicate. 
Assessment schedule: English 91477 Visual essay
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement 
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student creates a fluent and coherent visual essay which develops, sustains, and structures ideas using visual and verbal language.
This involves demonstrating an understanding of purpose and audience by:
· developing ideas and making links between them. Ideas may include the use of information, opinions, experiences or events, observations, arguments, interpretations, narrative, thoughts, or feelings
· selecting and using language features appropriate to a visual essay to create consistency in meaning and effect and to sustain interest. This includes both visual (for example, images, sequences, camera shots) and verbal language techniques (such as sound, dialogue) 
· selecting effective structure(s) for the visual essay. This may include poetic, formal, and narrative forms, or a combination of these.
Theme of student work: governmental control in a dystopian novel.
The student’s visual essay introduces the theme with a series of images that relate to a variety of forms of governmental control. As the text progresses, detail is added to these ideas with further visual and verbal features that examine the effects of this governmental control on the populace. These ideas are revisited in a variety of contexts in the course of the essay, each time adding relevant detail without becoming repetitive.
The student’s visual essay includes a news report that uses dialogue (a description of a public execution) and grim music to emphasise a mood of control and the wrongness of the suspension of freedoms for the populace.

The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.

	The student creates a fluent and coherent visual essay which develops, sustains, and structures ideas using visual and verbal language and is convincing.
This involves demonstrating a discerning understanding of purpose and audience through the discriminating selection, development, and integration of ideas, language features, and structures appropriate to a visual essay to create consistency in meaning and effect and to sustain interest. 
Ideas may include the use of information, opinions, experiences or events, observations, arguments, interpretations, narrative, thoughts, or feelings.
Language features include both visual (for example, images, sequences, camera shots) and verbal language techniques (such as sound, dialogue). 
Structures may include poetic, formal, and narrative forms, or a combination of these.
Theme of student work: governmental control in a dystopian novel.
The student’s visual essay introduces the theme with a series of images that relate to a variety of forms of governmental control. As the text progresses, detail is added to these ideas with further visual and verbal features that examine the effects of this governmental control on the populace and the ways the government justifies these methods of control. These ideas are revisited in a variety of contexts in the course of the essay, each time adding relevant detail and/or emphasising the effects of this control without becoming repetitive.
The student’s visual essay includes a news report that contains the deliberate contrasting of dialogue (a description of a public execution) and music (a happy 1950s ballad). Using both these techniques emphasises the government's attempted normalisation of extreme methods of punishment to control the populace, and effectively suggests the menace and level of threat that exists in such an environment.

The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.

	The student creates a fluent and coherent visual essay which develops, sustains, and structures ideas using visual and verbal language and commands attention.
This involves demonstrating a sophisticated understanding of purpose and audience through the insightful selection, development, and integration of ideas, language features, and structures appropriate to a visual essay to create consistency in meaning and effect, sustain interest, and create a striking whole.
Ideas may include the use of information, opinions, experiences or events, observations, arguments, interpretations, narrative, thoughts, or feelings.
Language features include both visual (for example, images, sequences, camera shots) and verbal language techniques (such as sound, dialogue). 
Structures may include poetic, formal, and narrative forms, or a combination of these.
Theme of student work: governmental control in a dystopian novel.
The student’s visual essay introduces the theme with a series of images that relate to a variety of forms of governmental control. As the text progresses, detail is added to these ideas with further visual and verbal features that examine the specific effects of this governmental control on the populace and the ways the government justifies these methods of control. These ideas are revisited in a variety of contexts in the course of the essay, each time adding relevant detail and/or emphasising the effects of this control without becoming repetitive. The exploration of this theme is integrated with the use of a variety of techniques (such as music and sound effects) to create the appropriate mood throughout the text.
The student’s visual essay includes a news report that contains the deliberate contrasting of dialogue (euphemistic language and light-hearted tone) and music (a happy 1950s ballad) with the content of what's being said (a detailed description of a public execution). Synchronising the use of these three techniques emphasises the government's attempted normalisation of extreme methods of punishment to control the populace, and effectively suggests the menace and subtle process of masking the level of threat that exists in such a context.

The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.



Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.



Assessment Schedule/Authenticity Statement 3.6
91477 V1


Name: _______________________ Class: __________ English Teacher’s Code: __________

Topic: ________________________________________________________________________



Authenticity Statement:


I declare that the visual essay is entirely my own work.

Student Signature: _________________________


Assessment Schedule: 

	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	· Create a fluent and coherent visual text which develops, sustains, and structures ideas using verbal and visual language.
	· Create a fluent and coherent visual text which develops, sustains, and structures ideas using verbal and visual language and is convincing.
	· Create a fluent and coherent visual text which develops, sustains, and structures ideas using verbal and visual language and commands attention.

	Comment:


















Please complete and sign this authenticity statement and hand to your teacher.
© Crown 2000


				
