Welcome to Newsbyte, NZQA’s monthly electronic newsletter designed to
keep schools and key sector bodies up-to-date with our Future State work.
Following last month’s update about Australia’s National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy
(NAPLAN), we recognised the 50th anniversary of International Literacy Day on 8 September 2016. This day was
established by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) to unify schools,
communities and organisations and raise awareness of literacy around the world . It also addresses current
challenges and looks to innovative solutions to further boost literacy in the future.
On the local front, Education Minister Hekia Parata recently launched two new literacy and numeracy focused
resources for primary and secondary schools to strengthen teaching and learning in the areas of reading , writing,
and mathematics - the Learning Progression Frameworks (LPF) and the LPF mobile app.
Teachers will be able to use the LPF to monitor student achievement. Online interactive modules outline how to
use the LPF to support teaching and learning. The LPF mobile app presents digital illustrations from the PaCT
reading, writing and mathematics frameworks for Years 1-8 in via a hand held device. The LPF app can be
downloaded from iTunes or from Google Play. These resources are built on the reading, writing and mathematics
frameworks developed for the Progress and Consistency Tool (PaCT)
(PaCT).
NZQA is running an online Trial (October 2016) and Pilot (April 2017) for two Literacy and Numeracy unit
standards (US 26623: Use number to solve problems; and US 26624: Read texts with understanding). More than
80 education organisations have registered to participate. The Trial will be used to test and calibrate items to
inform the development of the 2017 Pilot.
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Important note for Digital Pilot participants:
you should have already received confirmation of
your participation in the 2016 NCEA Digital Pilots,
as well as information for participating candidates
and for Principals’ Nominees. If you have not yet
received this information, please contact
future.state@nzqa.govt.nz or phone the Trials and
Pilots helpline (0800 222 230) as soon as
possible. Final supervision guidelines will be
circulated shortly.

From late October 2016, Principals’ Nominees
and Moderation Liaisons can start using the new
national online external moderation application
for NZQA-managed standards, in preparation for
the 2017 moderation cycle.

We also remind schools with candidates sitting the
Digital French Pilot examination that they require
wired headphones (not wireless).
Familiarisation exercises for the Digital Trials and
sample assessments for the Digital Pilots are still
available via our website for schools to continue to
familiarise themselves with digital examinations.

The application provides a new interface for
managing moderation plans and processes
online:



Submit materials for moderation.



Access moderation reports and annual
summary.



Query a moderation report, or appeal a
moderation result.



Track progress of plans and moderation
submissions via a dashboard.

The Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) will
continue to be updated based on queries received
from schools. Please contact us with any
additional questions you have.

Training will be available from late October 2016.

We have engaged Victoria University of Wellington
to undertake a psychometric evaluation of the
2016 NCEA Digital Trials and Pilots to ensure we
understand how to safely progress towards our
2020 target to have all NCEA examinations, where
appropriate, available online.

Literacy and Numeracy 2016 Trial and 2017 Pilot

This evaluation, along with feedback from students
and teachers, will inform our 2017 Digital Trials
and Pilots programme of work.
2017 NCEA Digital Trials & Pilots

We will communicate our proposed 2017
programme of work in the next edition of
Newsbyte, noting that it will be finalised when the
evaluations are complete in early 2017.

website which
For more information, see our website,
includes an ongoing series of Digital Moderation
Factsheets.

Registration for schools to participate in the online
2016 Literacy/Numeracy Trial assessment and/or
2017 Pilot assessment closed on 23 September
2016.
The 2016 Trial web address and tokens
(passwords) that students will use to access the
Trial were sent to participating schools last week. If
you have any queries about this information, please
contact future.state@nzqa.govt.nz.
future.state@nzqa.govt.nz
A set of Literacy and Numeracy FAQs has been
developed and can be accessed via our website.
Please contact us with any additional queries you
have.

As noted previously, the Trial will be considered a
practice assessment and will be used to test and
calibrate items to inform the development of the
2017 Pilot. Students’ Trial results will not be counted
towards the awarding of that standard (and they will
not obtain credits towards their NCEA), however
assessment evidence from the Trial can be used as
naturally occurring evidence towards the standard.
Candidates sitting the 2017 Pilot can be awarded
credits towards their NCEA.

